
THE ISSUE:
The 2025 elections are underway, the 2026 midterm elections are fast approaching, and attempts 
at voter suppression are in effect. This includes: 

	ŭ Efforts to gerrymander and dilute voting districts in Texas, a move that other states 
including Missouri, Indiana, and more are attempting to do. Many Southern states are heavily 
gerrymandered already. However, this is a multiregional effort to undermine voting through 
gerrymandering. 

	ŭ An effort by the current administration to target mail in ballots

	ŭ An effort by the DOJ to breach state voting systems 

	ŭ Two Supreme Court cases that could further erode the Voting Rights Act

These efforts will significantly impact voters, especially Black voters who are disproportionately 
impacted by these efforts to suppress the vote. 

THE ASK:
September 18th is National Black Voter Day and we want you to make your voices heard. We 
are asking you to call  your elected officials and encourage them to protect 
voting. This includes calling for the passage of the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. We are also asking you to take to social media and voice your 
support for voting protection. We want to continue to champion voting rights. 

We are also asking you to continue to elevate this message beyond September 
18th. As we go into 2026 we must continue to ramp up our efforts to protect voting 
rights. Make your voices heard!

HOW TO SUPPORT:
Either send a letter (see the template below) or call your Congressional Members’ 
office (see the phone script below) to elevate the importance of protecting our 
voting rights. 

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO?: 

NATIONALNATIONAL
BLACK VOTER DAY BLACK VOTER DAY 

TOOLKITTOOLKIT
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In your individual capacity you can help register people in your community to vote. In particular 
youth voters ages 17-24, Black women, and potential voters who may not be registered yet. See 
below:

	9 Vote America

	9 Rock the Vote

	9 Vote.gov

	9 Vote.org

NCNW also encourages members to attend the Voting Rights Congressional briefing on October 
20th on Capitol Hill.

QUESTIONS:
Please email the NCNW Advocacy & Policy Team at policy@ncnw.org. We will assist you!

JOHN LEWIS VOTING RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT ACT: 
NCNW also supports the passage of the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. The John 
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act restores the parts of the Voting Rights Act that were 
dismantled in the Shelby v. Holder decision. As well as, creates new protections and guidelines 
around voting giving more power to the Department of Justice to enforce voting protection. The 
John Lewis VRAA will not only protect voting rights, but expand voting rights for those eligible 
to vote. Ensuring more security for our democratic process and that discriminatory anti-voter 
practices cannot continue.

STATES WITH UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN 2025 and 2026
The following are the congressional, state legislatures, and gubernatorial elections in the states/ 
districts where NCNW sections are located

2025 

	ŭ Virginia and New Jersey have gubernatorial elections on Nov. 4

State / District U.S. House
Seats Up

U.S. Senate 
Seat Up

Gubernatorial 
Race 

State Legislature 
Seats Up 

(Senate / House)

Alabama 7 Yes Yes 35 / 105

Arizona 9 No Yes 30 / 60

California 52 No Yes 20 / 80

Colorado 8 Yes Yes 35 / 65

Connecticut 5 No Yes 36 / 151

District of Columbia 1 (non-voting) No N/A N/A
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State / District U.S. House
Seats Up

U.S. Senate 
Seat Up

Gubernatorial 
Race 

State Legislature 
Seats Up 

(Senate / House)

Alabama 7 Yes Yes 35 / 105

Arizona 9 No Yes 30 / 60

California 52 No Yes 20 / 80

Colorado 8 Yes Yes 35 / 65

Connecticut 5 No Yes 36 / 151

District of Columbia 1 (non-voting) No N/A N/A

Delaware 1 Yes No 11 / 41

Florida 28 Yes (includes a 
special)

Yes 40 / 120

Georgia 14 Yes Yes 56 / 180

Illinois 17 Yes Yes 39 / 118

Indiana 9 No No 50 / 100

Kentucky 6 Yes No 38 / 100

Louisiana 6 Yes No 39 / 105

Massachusetts 9 No Yes 40 / 160

Maryland 8 No Yes 47 / 141

Michigan 13 Yes (Peters retiring) Yes 38 / 110

Missouri 8 No Yes 34 / 163

Mississippi 4 No No 52 / 122

North Carolina 14 Yes Yes 50 / 120

Nebraska 3 Yes Yes 49 / ~49 
(unicameral)

New Jersey 12 Yes No 40 / 80

New Mexico 3 No Yes 42 / 70

Nevada 4 No Yes 11 / 42

New York 26 No Yes 63 / 150

Ohio 15 Yes (special 
included)

Yes 17 / 99

Oklahoma 5 No Yes 24 / 101

Pennsylvania 17 No Yes 25 / 203

South Carolina 7 Yes Yes — / 124

2026
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*LETTER TEMPLATE FOR CONTACTING CONGRESSIONAL MEMBERS 
Subject: Protection of Voting Rights

Dear [Senator’s or Representative’s Name], 

As your constituent, I am writing to urge your support for the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act, a significant law that would have a major impact on protecting our rights. 
While this bill initially only passed the House, its reintroduction in the Senate means that there 
is still much support for this act. Protections for voting are necessary to protect our democratic 
process, and ensure that all Americans are represented fairly. 

If Congress does not pass this act, not only will Americans continue to have their rights infringed 
upon, but our democracy will continue to face many threats. Fostering an environment of 
discrimination and underrepresentation.

[Personalize with a brief story about your experience with voting and how this act will help your 
community. For example - share that “Voting has allowed me to ensure I was fairly represented 
by someone who understands the needs of my family and community” or “Voter suppression 
puts my community at risk of not being represented by someone who does not accurately 
reflect the community I am in.”] 

This bill is not just about voting rights; it’s about ensuring our community is fairly represented 
and that we are not being discriminated against. 

Please consider the positive impact of this bill and support its passage. 

Sincerely 

[Your Name]

[Your address]

[Your Contact Information]

State / District U.S. House
Seats Up

U.S. Senate 
Seat Up

Gubernatorial 
Race 

State Legislature 
Seats Up 

(Senate / House)
Tennessee 9 No Yes 17 / 99

Texas 38 Yes Yes 16 / 150

Virginia 11 Yes No 0 / 100

Washington 10 No No 24 / 98

Wisconsin 8 No Yes 17 / 100

2026
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PHONE SCRIPT FOR CONTACTING CONGRESSIONAL MEMBERS: 
(CALL THE U.S. CAPITOL SWITCHBOARD: 
(202)224-3121 and ask the operator to connect you to 
your Congressional Member - House and Senate) 

PURPOSE OF THE CALL
Hello! My name is (First Name, Last Name) and I am a 
constituent of Representative ____________ (or Senator 
____________ ). I’m calling today to urge (Member of 
Congress) to vote to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act.  

EXPRESSION OF CONCERN
“With voting rights constantly being under attack, it’s urgent that Congress acts swiftly. The John 
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act provides protections to voting allowing for citizens to 
exercise their rights.” 

REQUEST THIS SPECIFIC ACTION:
“Specifically, I ask that you prioritize:”

	ŭ “Passing this legislation into law and ensuring that attempts to undermine our rights are 
stopped immediately”

PERSONAL OR COMMUNITY IMPACT (IF APPLICABLE):
“In my community, many people feel underrepresented and feel as though their voting process has 
been made difficult by discriminatory voting laws. Especially for people whose communities have 
not gotten the fair representation they need. [Share a personal story on how voting has and being 
fairly represented impacts your voice, as well as your community(Stories make a big impact).] 

CLOSING: REITERATE THE REQUEST:
“Please pass this message on to [Congressperson’s Name] and let them know that their 
constituents are counting on them to protect their rights by passing the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. I am a proud member of the National Council of Negro Women… [and Name 
the Affiliate you belong to] and we strongly support the passage of the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. Thank you for your time.” 

End Call
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SUGGESTED SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS / HASHTAGS 
Please post these social media graphics/hashtags on your social media platforms (Instagram, 
Facebook, etc.)

	ŭ “Join us in protecting our right to vote! Today, we are advocating for Congress to pass the 
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act into law. Let’s make our voices heard!”

	ŭ “Voting is our right! Join us on Thursday, September 18th to elevate our voices!” 

HASHTAG EXAMPLES:
	9 #VotingIsOurRight!

	9 #JohnLewisVRAA

	9 #ProtectVotingNow!

	9 #PassJohnLewis

	9 #VotingIsDemocracy

	9 #ProtectOurRights!

	9 #SupportJohnLewisVRAA

	9 #NationalBlackVoterDay

	9 #StopGerrymandering
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